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3. Previous and current scientific and/or professional activities

Periodo Cargo ou categoria Instituicao
Period Position or category  Institution

January 2005 to 2006 Research Assistant Instituto Superior de Psicologia Aplicada

2006 to present PhD Student Instituto Superior de Psicologia Aplicada

4. Area of scientific activity

Developmental Psychology

5. Domain of specialization

Applied Psychology - Educational
Present research interests

The main goal of my research is to study social competence, during preschool years (ages 3 to 5), as a hierarchical
organized construct, allowing the estimation of situational and temporal stability of social competence, as a quality of
individuals, instead of a relational variable as dominance or popularity.

Despite the general agreement that social competence is a unquestionably imperative quality (and/or achievement) of
preschool children, underlying later interpersonal adjustment and school readiness, social competence construct has
been analysed at different levels of abstraction, ranging from very specific behaviours and strategies, displayed in



certain social settings, to broad conceptual descriptions that do not mention any concrete behavioural tactic or social
context.

Following a developmental framework and seeking for a universal description of social competence, assessments were
made in order to include broadband measures, namely, direct observation of children’s behaviour and sociometric
interviews.

Expanding previous recent findings, we aim to better specify and understand (1) how this hierarchical model fits our
Portuguese children data; (2) the (in)stability of both measure and structural model domains and; (3) how friendship
relates to social competence.

Other skills/activities

6. Supervising experience

7. Participation in research projects

2004-2006-POCTI/PSI/46739/2002: A Qualidade da Amizade e o Desenvolvimento Social em Criangas de Idade Pré-
Escolar (Bolseira)

2007-2010-PTDC/PSI1/66172/2006: Afecto Positivo e o Desenvolvimento Sécio-Emocional da Crianga
(colaboradora)
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Thesis

Chapters in books

Papers in international scientific periodicals with referees

Papers in national periodicals with referees

Papers in conference proceedings
Peceguina, 1., Daniel, J., Santos, A. J., & Machado, P. (2008). Medidas de observacdo e medidas sociométricas na

avaliacdo da competéncia social, em criancas de idade pré-escolar: Um estudo replicativo com uma amostra
portuguesa. Actas do I Congresso em Estudos da Crianga — Infancias Possiveis Mundos Reais, Braga, Portugal
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Oral communications by invitation
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